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Off-the-Wall Style Of Teaching Gets Their Attention
When a freshman business major, Barry 
Abrams, registered for a class called ''Law in 
Society'' last semester, he had no idea he would 
be standing in front of 600 students playing the 
role of an Oxford-educated gorilla who got 
drunk one Labor Day and chomped off his 
neighbor's leg.
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But then he didn't know he had enrolled in 
Prof. Samuel Hodge Jr.'s section of the class.

At Mr. Hodge's lectures, putting a ''live'' gorilla 
on the witness stand, listening to an Archie 
Bunker impersonator describe a shooting or 
watching a graduate assistant slam a pie into 
the instructor's face is not unusual.

In a calculated effort to keep the attention of 
hundreds of students at 8:30 in the morning, 
such antics have been an important part of Mr. 
Hodge's undergraduate law class at Temple 
University for two semesters.

Fictional Family Used

''When I first found out I'd be teaching 600 
students, I knew I had to change the format of 
my class,'' Mr. Hodge said, recalling his reac-
tion when Temple chose him to be part of an 
experiment allowing more freshmen to have 
senior faculty members as teachers.

So Mr. Hodge spent long hours with his gradu-
ate assistants and fellow faculty members 
creating an elaborate participatory drama - 
using slides, recordings and in-class stunts - 
that portrays members of his fictional family 
getting into trouble with the law.

In the gorilla case, Mr. Hodge's ''brother'' Joe needs 
help determining whether he is liable for his intoxi-
cated pet's attack on a neighbor. Another fictional 
suit questions whether ''nephew'' Tony Hodge can 
get away with shooting a man he catches trying to 
steal his Corvette.

Mr. Hodge has his students in the class - whom he 
dubs associates in the Hodge, Dodge & Lodge law 
firm - do the legal legwork for each case. This is 
where the kidding stops. Work, but Enjoyable Work 
''The class was a lot of work,'' said Mr. Abrams, 
who lives in Abington, Pa. ''But you didn't mind 
doing it. And when you enjoy a class, you learn a 
lot more.''

The gorilla trial, for example, taught him that legal 
proceedings are more complex than they appear on 
television.''It's more than what you see on Judge 
Wapner,'' he said, referring to the television 
program ''The People's Court.''

Mr. Hodge said that involving familiar characters in 
different types of cases helped students grasp legal 
concepts more easily. The students seem to agree.

''He made it easy to understand by bringing law 
down to our level,'' said Laura DiFrancesco, a 
freshman business major from South Philadelphia 
who was in the class last semester. ''I couldn't 
believe the way he made it so personal.''

She added that Mr. Hodge's off-the-wall teaching 
style made the class of 600 seem small, almost 
''cozy.''

This semester the professor was offered a chance to 
make the class even cozier. Last fall many students 
who were not registered for the course sat in just to 
watch. The overcrowding that resulted has forced 
the university to limit class size to 450, Mr. Hodge 
said.

Even so, the 700-seat lecture hall is usually packed, 
and the doors are locked to keep out curious 
passers-by.  
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